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THE IMAM OF THE AGE. 


BY 
| Sera AppuLLan ALLan DIN. 
The end of man’s existence. 


The Gracious God created the whole universe and exalted 
man to the highest rank in His creation. Just as He made 
the whole creation on earth subservient to man, so much so 
that many living beings are required to lay down their very 
lives for his sake, similarly He employed the celestial beings, 
the angles, in the service of man. Thus He made man the 
noblest of His creation both in heaven and earth: Now 
when the Gracious and Merciful Gol has conferred the 
greatert hononr on man and has made the whole creation 
obedient to him, the question naturally arises, for what 
purpose has man been created and what is the end and aim 
of his creation? The answer to his question is that he has 
been created to surrender himself entirely to his Creator and 
Master and to bend low his neck at the threshold of Divinity. 
The Holy Quran teaches man to address the Gracious and 
Merciful God in the following words :— 


preted ay b's oth vy !2| 


tance.” é 
Again, in order to acquaint man with his duty and to 


PW Bt WITT, yal | dla Le y 
* Translated from Urdu by M, Sher Ali, B.A. 
L 


“Thee do we worship and of Thee do we seek assis- 


impress it on his mind, the Holy Quran says in plain words :—_ 


ae tee 


= 
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: “‘ T have not created the jinn and the men but that they 
may serve Me (LI, 5 ). 


On careful consideration we find that it is to his own 
advantage that man servesand obeys God. © Whena man has 
such firm faith ia the existence of God that he believes Him 

‘__ - to be always watching him, and when he has such hiyh regard 
for His Commandments that he be.i ves theic violation to be 
equivalent to death and ruin, in short, when he is ready to 
sacrifice his very life in the way of Gd, confers upon him 

: such blessings that he may be said to have aitained heaven 1a 
this very lite 


The God of Islam is the Lord of all the Worlds. 


| In order that man might know these things, Gr drii-od 4 
4 a prophet in every nation who preached to them in their own 
‘! language. The Holy Quran says: — . 2238 


Wa md arsalnd min Rasulin We bi lth qaumé MU 3 
yubayyina la hum. eee 


“And We did not send any Messenger, but with the | 
language of his people so that he might explain tu them 
clearly ’’ (XIV, 5. | ~~ 2. 


God being the Lord of all nations, He has blessed them 
all with His bounties ard conseqnenily riised among each of 
them a prophet who preached t. them in their own language. 
; Hence, it is that we believe that Krishna, Zorcaster, an 

Jesus, (may peace be upon then!) whom the Hindoos, the 
Parsees and the Christians respectivey look upon as their 
prophets were true Messengers of God. We cannot, how- | 
ever, believe that Krishna taught the Hindoos to worship | 
idols, or Zoroast2r exhorted the Parsees. to worship fire 
' Jesus called upon his fo!lowers to take him as God or sc 
— God. For, when the Holy Quran tells us that God x 
- Messengers among all nations, it also tells us that they all ge 
the same teaching, viz., that there is no God but 


\ 
a 
Jif) ad ge 


; ie 
Pee pn key ee 
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He alone deserves to be worshipped. The Holy Quran says:— 
WI} 15 od y ¥ ym y iol VS Shap 0A 9 
(0 ¢-— Jans) © yi th] girl 5 es 
“And verily We raised among every people a Messenger 
s1ying, serve Allah and shun the Devil” (XVI, 37). | 


Thus it is clear that though God raised Messengers 
among all nations and the teaching which He gave to these 
peoples through His Messeng»rs was identical, véz., there 1s 
none deserving of worship save God, yet all nations have 
mutilated the original form of their religions. The cause of 
this lies in the fact that after the death of their p ophets, 
they gradually deviated from their eriginal teachings regard- 
ing the Unity of God and introduced pulytheisiie customs 
into their religious systems, just as the Christians have done 
with regard to Jesus Christ. Yet God desired to give them 


further opportunities to rally to the right- path, hence He 


continued to raise prophets anong thein. The people, how- 
ever, continued to look upon their own erroneous view and 
polythei-~tic customs as the trae religion and refused to accept 
tne truth. Tuis is corroborated by what the Holy. Quran 
says on this subject. It says:— 
(r—s wu so 94) ¥ 9 OS lg! gu , Bots la Lis ) daw y Was 1 63 
“Then We sent Our Messengers in succession; when- 
ever there came to a people their prophet they called him a 
liar” (XXIII, 45). | «nae 


Thereafter came a time when God willed that all nations 


should have one Code and a perfect religion, so He established — 
the religion of Islam by raising our Lord and Master the 


Chief of Prophets Muhammad Mustafa (may peace and 
blessings of God be upon him! ) and declared :— ae 


the Joi uyld Uo pte D] pad pin yoy 
(9— ey | yet DY) wrt ym IED ge BABY 63 yoy 
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“And whoever des'res a religion other than Islam, it 
will not be accepted from him; and in the latter life he will 
be among the losers ”’ (III, 85). 


Bat it is a pity that the Mussalmans also stumbled just 
as those who had gone befire them had stumbled; for they 
also gradually deviated from the t achings of their prophet 
after his death, and as a result of their disagreeing with one— 
another and introducing new ideas and plytheistic custome 
into their religion, there arose many sects in the single religion 
of Islam. This was predicted by the Holy Prophet (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him!) who said that 
his people would at last be split up into 73 sects all of whieh 
will go to hell except one. 


Lhe object of the Advent of Spiritual Reformers. 


Just as God used to raise Spiritual reformers t> bring 

back the former people to the right path, similarlv, He 

~— promised to continue the sime system among the Muslim = ff 
people. The Holy Quran says :— zs | 
pebala kus) wrmlas | | ghas 5 ese \ gio a aS baad lors uy 


pa | 


cao pe) GMa s QS yo uy SII Ghats LS s) Bt 5 

(v— 5-53) pe) 47 pices 

“Allah has promised to those who believe and do good 
deeds that He will make them Khaleefahs (Spiritual succes- 
4 sors) just as He made those Khuleefahs who were before 
: them, and that He will establish for them the religion whic 
He has chosen fr them” (XXIV, 56). °° tt—™S 


2 The setting of the sun is followed by the gradu 
decrease of light and increase of darkness; and in the abser 
'  oflight, manis unable to see, even though he has ey 
_ Then comes a time when God again illuminates. the 
causing the sun to rise. The same law is. working 
Spiritual world. When a spiritual sun. sets, bs 
_ prophet of God passes away, then’ although hi 


ree eee 
Sees ee 
= : 
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i 
guidance with them, yet they gradually fall away from the 
original teachings of the prophet and when the darkness of 
er.or prevails everywhere, the mercy of God again comes 
into operation, and a S;iritual reformer is raised from among 
them. Heis a Spiritual sun who enables many right-minded 
men to see and walk on the right path This isa Merciful 
provisi n for the Muslims which Godh s promised to continne 
up to the end of the world. Asto when we should expect 
the appearance of such reformers the Holy Prophet said :— 


bin ic le Mel) be ie Dt sah owe ly! 
40 4) p08 L- 


a “Vorily Allah shall raise for this people in the beginnia 
f of every cantury one who ehall renew for them their religion. 


A Proof of the perfect Proph:thood of the Holy prophet. 

The promise of Gid to raise spiritual reformers after 
stated intervals to r+new the Muslim faith is an important 
evidence of the fact that Islam is now the only living religion 
and that all other religions are dead For, ever since God 
Jaid the foundation of Islam through the Holy Prophet of j 

B Arabia (may peaco and the bles-ings of God be upon im!) 
B He has not raisod any inspired reformer among any other , 
F people to renew and reform their faith. Hence, all other | 
people have remaine{ involved in polytheistic practices for 
Phundreds of years. As God had made Islam the common c 
religion of all mankind, He abrogated all the former religions 4 
systems and hence there was no need to raise any inspired 
Wreformer among other peoples to renew their abrogated 
religions. . | “a 
F — This distinction of Islam clearly proves the Holy Pet ae 
of Arabia (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him!) 
‘to bo not only a trae prophet but also the greatest of prophets. 
Nobody besides God knows what is to happen after te , 4 
of years and He does not reveal such hidden secrets toany 


= 
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i . 
except His chosen Messengers. The Holy Quran says -— 
(21) J yu2 ea be! Jost the de eb Boal el 


‘The Knower of secrets; so He does not give any bo Fee 
a power over His Secrets except to one whoin He choos s 
as His Messenger ” (LX XII, 27. 28). And we find that we 
things which the Holy Prophes [may peace and the blessings ~ 
= of God be upon him!) had predicted hundreds of years agO 
5 have been coming to pass in due time. For instance, his 
prophecy regardi.g the appearance of religious reformers 
among the Muslims was fulfiled by the appearance of the : 
following holy men :— ‘ 
; 1. Hazrat Umar 6. Abdul Aziz. 


a 9, Hazrat Arimad b. Khalid-al-Khallal. j 
a ~- 3. Hazrat [mam Baqi b Mukhallad Qirtabi. 7 
4. Hazrat Abu Abdullah 4. Abdullah alias Hakim of 

Ne:hapur. 


5. Hazrat Imam Ghizali. 

6. Hazrat Syed Abdu! Q dir Jilani. 

7. Hazrat Khwaja Mu'in-ud-Din Chisht?. 

8. Hazrat Salih 6. Umar. 

9, Hazrat Syed Muhammad of Jonepur.. 
10. Hazrat Shaikh Ahmad of Sirbind. 

41. Hazrat Ahmad Shah Wah Ullah of Delhi. 
12, Hazrat Syed Abmad of Bareli. 7 


These holy men are known to huadreds of thousands of | 
men. ‘The fulfilment of the Holy Prophet's prophecy } 
_ regarding the appearance of spirivual reformers among the | 
|. Mushms is such a clear sign of the truth of the Holy 

' Prophet that nobody, no matter how bitter an enemy of § 
es Aslam he may be, can deny it, Who can deny the tiuth of | 
+ ; ; » je 


THE IMAM OF THE AGE. 7 


a prophecy which is fulfilled in due time and the peste | 
of which is witnessed by hundreds of thousands of men § 
No Musiim can afford to ignor. this prophecy, for a denial 
o1 the truth of this prophecy not only involves the rejection 
of an argument which clearly establishes the superiority 
of Islan over all osher religious, but it also. involves 
adenial of Ged and of the Holy Prophet and of those 
holy men who have been appearing 1a every century of u 
the Musiim era and who were accepted by hundreds of 
thousands of men. — 


Another reason of the Advent of Spiritual Reformers among 
the Muslim people. oe 


There is «un ther. r.ason why God raised spiritual 
ref rmeis (Afwjaddi-din) among the Muslims. As | hers ae 
already, Islam is a universal religion which is to last tijgh 
Day of Resurr ‘ction The world does not now standinn.g 
of any o:her religion, whether old or new. Yettherewas — 
possibility of the foilowers of Islam ge'ting weakened in faith 
or becoming corrupt owing to the lap e of time. To remedy 
this. is was necessary that spiritual revivifiers (Majadde-dim) 
shonld continue to vise up to the Day of Resurrection, — 
Hence God has been raising ref rmers in every century 
among the Muslim people. Though all sects of Islam profe: ‘a 
to believe in Gd and the Holy Prophet (may peace anc 
blessings of God be upon him !) and recite the formu’ 
faith, yet dis-ension and discord have become so acute 
one sect declares the others to be kafir and mushriks an 


with the Shiahs and the Sunis, the Muqgallids 
i Muggallids, etc. When the Muslims, have bee 
| all the sects, only one follows the right path, 
| after truth is confronted with the dithculty of dis 
the rightly guided sect from others. Suppose a 


that the Uema will disagree and the seekers after truth will — 


blessings of God b» upon him!) that in the beginning of 
~evers century He woul! ever contine to raise one who would 


- chosen for them ” (XXIV, 56). 


_ claims, his arguments and his teachings and recognise the B 
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as out that he can be saved only by following Islam, and 

on deciding to join it, he finds that there are many sects 

in Islam, which of these sects should he join? It is true 
that the Ulema of every Islamic sect profess to believe in the 
Quran and the Hadith, yet they declare their own sect to he = 
the one that will be saved and repudiate all others. Which | 
of these sects, then, should a seeker after truth consider to 
be in the right and which to be in error ? i 


God, Who is the knower of the Unseen, knew beforshan4 _ 


be at a loss to know the truth from error; therefore, He — 
announced, through His Holy Prophet (may peace and the # 


tablish the true Islam on earth. This promise is clearly : 
- .ven in the following verse :— j 


“ Allah has promised to those of you who believe and do 
goods deeds that he will make. them A/al-faks on the earth 
just as He made those Kulifuhs who were befere them, and ! 
that He will establish for them the religion which He has § 


Whenever such a reformer makes his appearance, most } 
men rise up against him on account of their ignorance of 
this divine law and the hostility of the Ulema, but gradually @ 
such among them as are God-fearing study his claims, his! 


truth ~The result is that they forsake their respective sects 
and rally round the reformer. Thus there ar.ses a new §] 
class of men who follow. the path upon which the Holy § 
Prophet (may peace and the blessings of God be upon him!) § 
and his holy companions had trodden. They constitute the , 
7 drd sect Sick has the approbation of God and is rightly | 
guided. The true followers of these reformers become ¥ 
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—_ — 


models for others and by their means the true Islam spreads 
ttsclf on the earth. Thislaw of God has been in operation 
for the last 18 centuries and will continue to be in operation 
till the end of the world. 


The Great Reformer of the Present Century. 


The question may now be asked, Has any Reformer 
app ared in the present century in accordance with this law ? 

If so, whois he and whatis his rank? In answer to this 

query we announce with the beat of the drum that the 

Illustrious Reformer whom Gud raised in the beginning of 

the present century was Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of 

Qadian, may Ged shower His numberless blessings on him, 

® his children and his followers! The first thing he did, after 

# receiving guidance from God, was that in order to establish 

_ the superiorty of Islam over all other religions and to make 

its truth clear to all the nations of the earch, he wrote 2 

great book which is known as the Burahin-i- Ahmadiyya and 

iu which he demonstraied the excellene 's of the Holy Quran, 

# the truth of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the blessings 

of God be upon him!) and the perfection of the teach- 
ings of Islam in such a convincing way that the — 
book would remain a monument of the truth of Islam tothe 
end ofthe world. He also published a notice offering a = 
reward of R;s. 10,00U to any one who would refute his - 
argum-nts or adduce even a quarter of such arguments fron 
hisown book. Though the gauntlet was thrown down about 

_ 40 years ago, yet nobody has yet come forward to pick <3 

© The book attended with such a challenge filled the Mus 

with such pleasure that they accepted him as the Mujaddic 

of the day and desired to euter into his baz’at although h 

' had not yet called upon them to do so. How the book wa: 

. then received may be judged from the following remarks 

-Maulvi Muhammad Husain of Batala, the then leader of t 
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Ahl-t- Hadith, which he made while reviewing the book in his 
paper, the /sh’at-vs Sunnah :— é 
“Now we express onr opinion about the book briefly | 

and without exaggeration. Considering the needs of the : 
time, the book. in our opinion, is such that the like of it has 

~ __ never been written in Islam up to the present day. Whether 
a bok like this may be written in the future we do not 
know. The author of the book has also proved himself to be 

so steadfast in helping Islam with bis money, his life, his 
heart, his tongue, his example and his words that few 
among the formsr Muslims can stind comparison with him. 

If anybody be disposed to regird this as an exaggera'im 
such as is foun] in eastern writers, leé him name even a 

— single book which combats so strongly and so powerfully the 
views of the opponents of Islam, especially the Arya Samajists 
and the Brahino Samajists, and let him point to two or three 

such helpers of Islam, who besides serving Islam, with their 
money, their tite, their pen and their tongue. undertook to 
demonstrate the truth of Islam by their pers nal example 

and who declared with the beat of the drum that any body 

who denied revelation might come to them and have practical 
proof of revelation by liviny in their company for a numher 


of days and who actually furnished such proofs to the non- 
Mus.ims.” ? 


It is a pity, however, that when subsequently Ahmad, 

by God’s command, gave himself out to be the Promised 
Messiah and Mah-i, this very Maulawi who had expressed — 
_ the above opinion about him and his book, was the first min — 
‘ to declare hin to be a kafir, Even now there are many ~ 
_ among the Muslims who say that Hazrat Mirza Sahib was — 
| indeed a holy man, a saint, and an Zmam and that they even 
3 be'ieve him to be a Mujaddid but that they cannot acc. pt — 
: his claim to be the Promised Mahd; and Messiah. This isa — 
_ ‘Strange belief, for this show that according to them aman } 
may beasaint and even a Mujaddid (Spiritual reformer) } 
_ and he may also tell lies and mislead men by putting forward 4 
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false claims. There are hundreds of men who hold such eas. 
but they cannot be said to be believers in Ahmad and their 


opinion about him will do them no goud. 


It must be remembered that the Mujaddids whom God 
raises in the beginning of every century to revive the true 
Islam can never put forward false claims. “Nay, to spea 
falsehood is with them an act of sherk. | 


God raises them in fulfilment of His promise eontained 
in the Holy Quranand the Hadith and His object in diving 
so is that through them He may point out the errors 10to 
which the people have fallen and reveal the true Islam once 
more. In the present age, Islam was being bitterly attacked 
by the opponents of Islam, notably the Christian Missionaries, 
and what made the conditions still worse was that the 

: ‘Mussalmans themselves held such-views as were calculated to 
assist: the outside enemy in his attack. For instance, they held 
sich op'nions about Jesus that it had become quite easy for 
th- Christian Missionary to prove that Jesus was greate 


than all other prophets. ees 
The Christians openly declare Jesus to be God and son | 
of God and publicly invite others also to take him assuch, 


Their men and women are engag-d-in propagating the — 
doctrine of the Godhead and Sonship of Jesus throughout 
the world. In India they are seen working almost in every 
vi'lage and ar2 receiving millions of rupees from Huropeand ~ 
America to help them in their work. The people in Europa 
and America are perhaps ignorant of the real state of things 
and may be under the impression that they are spending 
their money for a noble cause. With God, however, nothing 
is more heinous than to exalt a human being to the rank of 
_God or call a man to be the son of God. The Holy Quran 
a ibes the abominable character of this sinin the following — 
words :— Serie 


7, : ‘ J ‘ 
ODT peg TOAD Urea mee he Ud Gon 


Jed T S75 sy DI GANT, the hah wT ead po KI 
(1—¢ y*) Po 5 yee 1 2 oy! |e Sas 
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“The heavens may almost be rent asunder and the earth 
cleave asunder, and the mountains fall down in pieces, that 
they ascribe a son to the God of Graco” (XIX, 91, 92). 


Though the Mussialmans_ do not call Jesus to be God or 
the son of God, yt they hold about him views which represent 
him as a partner wich God in certain attributes and ascribe 

—  tohina peculiar position among the prophe.s The result is 
that hundreds of thousands of Mussalmans have become 
Christians and large numbers of them are ac.ing as Mission- 
aries of Christianity and att icking Islam, the holy relicion 
of their fathers. 


Why the Mujrddid of the present age was called Messiah. 
The chief work for which God ratsel the Mujaddid of 


the present age was to remove th erroneous views that 
ae both among tho Christiins and the Mns'im3 about 
Jesus Christ. Hence it was that he was called the Promised 
Messiah. The work assigned by the Holy Proph-t (may 
~~. Peace and tho blessings of God be up»n him!) to the Promised 
Messiah was that he would come to break the cross. Hence ~ 
it was that-the Holy Reformer of the present ag» devoted his 
whole lifetime to the breaking of the cross. We find that 
Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad sought tocrrect the er-oneous | 
views of both the Mussalmans and th» Christains by laying 
great emphasis on the f.ct that Jesus had died a natural 
death. This fact is repeatedly discussed in his writings and 
he has shown by overwhelming evidence that Jesus did not — 
-Yise up to heaven but died a natural death and was buried in — 
this earth like all other mortals. He knew that thedoctrine — 
of Jesus having risen alive to heaven was at the root of all — 
evil and thit when this erroneous doctrine was exploded the 
whole superstructure wonld fall to the ground, For, when it — 
will becomo clear to the Christians that he whom they | 
believed to be God had died a natural death like all other | 
mortals, they will no longer look upon him as God for God ~ 
- ‘Cannot die, ; te 
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This will also cut at the root of the Christian doctrine 
} of Atonement, for when it is proved that Jesus died a 
natural death, the theory that Jesus died on the es to 
expiate the sins of men wiil at once fall to the ground. T ais 
the single fact that Jesus died a natural death demolis cs 
the tWo most important doetrines of Christianity—nay, 1t 
Sveeps away the whule Chri-tian resigion for it is on these 
tvo d ctrines that the whole Christian religion stands. Thus. 
Ahmad, by proving that Jesus did not die on the ¢ 03s but 
died a natural death rendered on invaluable service to Islam 
and o.ened the way for its victory. It is a pity, however, that 
the Mussilmans lett no stone unturned in thowing impedi- 
n-ents in the way whicu led to the victory of Islam and by 
so doing rendered great assistance to Christianity. He wro 
proved that Jesus had died a natural death was called by 
_ them a liar, and th y said that Jesus was still alive in 
_ heavens, that he was the Promised Messiah of the Muslims, 
: and that the man who denied these doctrines wa3 a kafir and 
a dajjal (Anti Christ). They were not satisfied with merely 
declaring Ahmad to be a kajir anda dajjal b: persecuted 
him in very possible way. We regret to say that both 
‘Maulavies and Sajjad h Nashins pariicipated in this persecn- 
tion Ifthese mer had been the well-tishers of Islam, they 
would hive waited patiently and carefully considered the 
dlaims and arguments. of Ahmad. They failed to see that. 
_Ahmad’s mission was meant. to assist Islam. They regarded 
him with suspicion and exceeded all limits in offering 


him opposition. The result was that they could not accept 
_ the truth. . | 


| 


Two persons bearing the name of Son of Mary. 
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actually dead cannot come back to life in this world; ther 
fore it is impossible +9 believe, from the Islamic point off 
view, in the return of Jesus the Christ, fer whom the Holy? ~ 
Quran makes no exceptin. It will not be ont of place if} _ 
a few of the said verses are quoted here. ‘The first is 
Jw Plat ye eda oF J ym JD] ome fe, Muhammad is” 
but an apostle and all other aposties lave already passed 
away before him ‘IV, 144). Another verse of similis 
import that also clearly estabishes this sense of ceasiny to 
exist 13 Jue yt, ys we SNA 08 ju) 3 | t? J? wv? f gene} | Le 24594 


p 


Jesus son of Mary is no more than an apostle; other apostles - 
have already passed away before him (VI, 76). Read in” 
conjunction, the verses show beyond the shadow of a doubt ~ 
- that apostles are not immortal; they do not exceed the span of | 
| life vouchsafed to other mortals. The third verse runs as } 
follows: wy x24: p29 LS y sildy Bal Oo oe gp or NID 
UPR yk yy yy 4 thal pe olyel Ze, “Tho gods whom . 
they call on beside God create nothing, but are themse! ves 
erevted : Dead are they lifeless! and they know not when Uny 
shall be raised (K VI, 20) \Rodwell ) Now from the Qura 
point of view Jerus son of Mary is included in the eategor 
of the gods whom they call on beside God,” therefore he mu: 
% surely be taken as dead, for the Quran expressly says tha 
» all such persons are dead To believe then in the lire of Je 
ie is to deny the clear authority of the Quran which is « 
é un-Mosl mlike. If the Quranic statement is true, Je 
he dead, for he above all others is the recipient of the 
god. Perhaps more people believe in his divinity a 
worship him as such than any other mortal. His worshipy 
are the wealthiest and the most powerful people 
_ Inost clamorous a ivocates of his godhead. If an ex 
_ to be made in his favour, which happily the Quran 
_ thenit must’ be conceded that the Christians a 
_ ¥egarding him as the son of God, es 
fae eae to . al se . i > 7 ati ee 


= 
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by indignantly repudiat.s. This verse is a clear testimony to the 
» dea h of Jesus, but there is a clearer verse, if indeed there 1s 
© need of further clearness, in which God makes Jesus speak of 
| his own death. 


___ Rodwell’s rend: ring of the verse in question 13 as 
» follows :—And when God shall say—“O Jesus, son of Mary ! 
» hast thou said unto mankind—‘ fake me and my mother as 
> two Gids, beside God?’” He shall say—‘Glory be unto 
) Thee! it is not for me to say tht which I know to be not 
the truth ; had I said that verily Thou wouldst have known 
© it: Thou knowest what is in me, but I know not what is in 
| in Thee; for Thou well knowest things unseen. I spake not 
» to them aught. but that which Thou didst bid me—“ worship 
_ God, my Lord and your Lord ” ; and I was a witness of their 
actions while I stayed among them; but since Thou hast 
_ taken me to Thyself (the correct and direct translation of the 
original | ,W45 55 13 would be since thou hast caused me to die, 
/£d.) Thou hast Thyself watched them, and Thou art witness 
‘of all things (VI, 117-118): There is no need of further 
elucidation. Jesus admits that the corruption in the beliefs 
Christians took place after his death, for as long as he 
ed he jealously watched against, the creeping in of such 
esies. Rodwell’s rendering of the words , iis) 53 U3 is not 
erroneous but also inconsistent with the context. 
cewhere, he himself translates the word .,3 5) in the sense of 
g to die. That he was bodily taken to heaven is 
snsistent with the trend of the passage quoted above, for 
us is made to speak these words on the day of judgment. 

» had been really taken up to heaven alive and was to 
n to this earth, the proper way for him to answer would 
been to say that though hedid not teach them the 
esy himeelf, yet he was apprised of it on his second visit. 
tat le took care to slay all such heretics, bruke their 


(See Muslim). ‘“ 
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crosses, and forcibly coverted all others to Islam; for such ig 
the popular view as to his second coming. Even if we could 
not fall in with the popular view regarding his bloody wars, 
he could reasonably assume that a great reformer as he was, 
he would try to reform them and so make a statement to that — 
effect. But to say that he was quite ignorant of what ~ 
happened afterwards would be a travesty of fact, and he for ~ 
one could not be guilty of such falsehood. ‘Therefore it | 
follows that even if he was taken alive he could not find | 
means to visit this earth again, otherwise his utter ignorance 
of what took place afierwards as shown from the verse quoted i 
above, becomes meaningless. Again, if Jesus is still alive, 
then in view of the verse quoted above, it must be confess:d 
that no corruption has overtaken the Christian beliets and | 
that the Christian doctrines of the godhood of Jesus, Trinity, 
atonement and the like are quite true. For the verse in 
question represents the Christians as falling into error after 
the death of Jesus and not befure it; so if Jesus 1s not dead, 
Christians have not yet fallen into error. But the Quran ‘ 
says that the Chris‘ian doctrines of the Godhead ot Jesus, 
Trinity and atone nent a.e yluring errors. | ae 

Now we turn to the traditions which speak of the death | 
of Jesus. The first on the authority of Fatima says that 
Jesus lived for 120 years. (See Zudrani). | : 

The second says —‘Had Mose and Jesus been both alive, 
they could have no alternative but to follow me.’ (See 
Zurgam, Vol. VI, p..54).. The 8rd says that no creature 
living to-day will be found alive a hundred years hence. 


i 


It is clear from the above traditions that Jesus is cer- 
tainly dead, but to lerve no room for doubt we wish to lay an 
eyewitness’s acc unt before the reader so that henceforth no 
Muslim at least should cherish such an absurd belief. We 
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the dead prophets and he describes him as red complexioned, 
| broad chested and with curly hair. Mindful of the fact lest 
~ his followers should be led astray, he, in order to emphasise 
this difference for all times, said that the promised son of 
Mary would be one of themselves and not an outsider, like 
Jesus son of Mary. The tradition runs thus 
pSbe phe Lely pad or pe gil Ui 1d! pT as 
i.e, what would be your condition when the son of Mary 
will be raised among you and he would bea leader from 
among you? Now this Promised Messiah has been 
described in the traditions differently from Jesus Chirst. 
Instead of being ruddy complexioned and possessing curly 
. hair, he is to have wheaten complexion with straight hair, 
E This shows that he is to be a different person from Jesus 
Christ. : 

What has been briefly described above establishes this 
one fact that the name son of Mary is a name borne by two 
different persons, one to be the last of the line of Israelite 
prophets and the other to be the last of the successors of 

~ Muhammad (peace be with them all). Now the question is 
whether it is impossible to have two persons of one name, 
Cannot God, out of reasons best known to himself, call two 
persons by the same name? When we calla person Hatim 
do we mean to say that he is the same old Hatim that lived 
in the olden times? Indeed not. On account of marked 
similarity in some of the prominent qualities and characteris- 
tics we can call one by the name of anoter. The Jews of 
yore had to suffer from their failure to comprehend this point 
and they suffered grievously. They had a prophecy that 
the advent of Jesus must be. preceded by or at least be 
_ contemporaneous with that of Blias who like Jesus was 
_ supposed to have been. bodily taken up to heaven. When 
_ asked about it Jesus is said to have pointed to John.the 
_ Baptist as the promised Elias, The present generation of 
‘the Mussalmans, like their prototypes the J ews, were fere- — 


18 THE IMAM OF THE AGR. 


doomed to disappointment so long as they clung to th® 
literal fulfilment of the prophecy. The Jews of old rejectod 
the true explanation of the prophecy that the second advent 
in such cases always means the coming of another person in 
the spirit of the person that is dead, and called him a har 
and a deceiver. That is why in the Holy Quran they are 
called the Magzoob,ie, those who brought upon thems-lves 
the wrath of God. . 


The Muslims, itis much to be regretted, meted out a 

Similar treatment to their own Messiah. They ought to have 

learnt a lesson from the example of the Jews whose crime 
admits of this palliative at least that it was qnite a new thing 

for them to hear taat the second coming of a man a 
j Means t0 coming of another man in his spirit. But the 
Moslems have no such excuse; they had a clear case before 

them. They should have been the last to reject the Messiah 

on this flimsy ground. But they obstinately and_ blindly 

e stuck to their point of view and rejected the righteous 
= Messenger, thus exposing themselves to the same punishment 
as had befallen the Jews of the time of Jesus, the Christ. What 


S down of Elias? A good illustration of it from the Qur: 

i _ point of view is the demand of the Qureish from the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be with them) to fly up to heavens an¢ 
ie. _ bring down a written book tor them, which demand is met 


_ by the famous verse 3 5» )} yd) eis Jo 9) yy lane J whick 

says that God is entirely free from violating His own | 
and that such a thing is quite impossible for an apostle, 
he is buman all the time.. If Jesus were more than a 
_ one could well wait for his coming down from heaven bu 
_ Weare discussing the subject from the purely Islami 
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°f view, it is impossible for us to accept him in that super- 
Duman capacity, for the Holy Quran says that he was no 
more than an ordinary mortal. It is strange indeed for a 
Moslrm to believe Jesus to be on the fourth heaven on the 
one-hand, and to regard going up even to the first heaven 
as impossible for his own prophet who declared that even 
Moses and Jesus would have bad to enter his fold if they had 
been alive and that the holy men among his followers ranked 
with the Israelite prophets. Pitiable is the position of these 
latter day Moslems who regard their own community S0 
bankrnptin matters spiritual, as to call for the aid of an 
out:ider who is infcrior in rank and status and whose line cau 
in no way bear comparison with that of the illustrious founder 
of Islam (peace be with his depart-d memory). If it were 
right to hold such a belief, which God forbid, then Moses has 
arizht to remonstrate with our Prophet on the day of the > 
last gathering, and he might well accuse him of defamatory 
exigyeration for relegating him and his great successor Jesus 
to an inferior and seccndary position and insulting the great 
movement he initiated by holding up holy men from among; 
his followers in juxtaposition with the great prophets that 
link him up with the great man.whom a vast portion of 
mankind have been for the la-t 20 centuries adoring as God. 
As a matter of fact, Islam should be very much indebted to 
_ Moses.and his movement; for in its critical hour of need itis, 
not any son-of Islam that comes to its succour but an out- — 
_ sider who is moved to pity at its utter collapse and breakdown. — 
There is then this great feature in the Mosaic movement 
_ that makes it necessary for our prophet to remain beholden 
_ t» the great lawgiver for ever who is superior to’ him at leas s 


<q 
) 


in this respect that he can marshall a host of prop e 
including Jesus against the mediocrities of Muhamm: 
‘System. If Islamic movement is really superior to th 
__ Mosaic one, why can it not evolve its own regenerator anc 
saviour and why does it look to the rival movement 
_ guidance and lead? © The thiug is this that the Moslems ar . 

ee. . ees: ey a 


» 
as@) 


\ ‘ pha o > 
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hot only ignorant of their own religion but they utterly 
ani the fundamentals of others. The status of Jesus was 
Sale defined not only in the Old Testament but in the New 
oe He was oniy sent for the redemption of the lost tribes 
stir which he openly and publicly admits; and when @ 

amaritan woman wishes to join his fold, he vehemently 
rejects her, declaring that the bread of the children was not 
to be cast before curs. Hence to look to Jesus for help shows 
the utter degradation of the Moslem mentality. They do 
not only wish to see him back against ordained and established 
laws of God which He says are inviolable, but they expect of — 
him what nobody could ever achieve, the propigation of 
Islam atthe point of sword. Would the Moslems realise the 
absurdity of their position? Tney would like to see tieir 


a, great prophet called an exaggerator, and a vaunter 5 they 
ir would wish him to be beholden to an outsider. What an 
3s insult to the holy founder of Islam! Can a Musalman with @- 
__—s gtain of self-respect entertain such an idea for a single 
__-‘Riinute? Will he still adhere to such a preposterous notion 
o after its absurdity has been exposed? He who is sure of 
Et meeting his great leader som2 day after his death would — 
: promptly renounce such a belief and recant such a creed, 
‘ As to those who would still adhere to this pernicious 
he doctrine, we would leave them to Gad. But it must be said 


that such a belief helps Christianity and delays and postpones” 
the day of Islamic victory. It 1s fighting against God to” 
retard the advance of Islam. We hope our co-religionist 
will give this matter a careful consideration. ae 
Did Islam spread at the point of sword ? ee 

The enemies of Islam have forged this lie that the 
rophet of Islam spread his faith at the point of sword. 
What is still more regrettable is the fact the Moslems them 
_ selves hold such views. They say that in the early days 
feo a. forced to accept Islam. This they call Je ae 


aeir own terminology. They also believe that toward 
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end of the world the bloody Madhi would appear who would 


wage the same Jehad and offer the alternative of Islam or 
aword. 


The fact is that there was no government worth the 
name in Arabia, while the infidels of Arabia attacked with 
sword those who ventured to accept Islam. For 13 years 
did the Moslems patiently suffer every kind of insult and 
contumely mixed with every kind of cruelty that could be 
conceived, leaving for Medina at the end of the period so that. 
they might peacefully follow the region which was dearer to 


them than their lives. But they were not left-alone even 
there. 


Even at Medina they were attacked with sword, and it 
was then and:not till then that they were permitted by God 
to take up sword in self-defence. Where is the need of 
spreading Islam at the point of sword when it has been 
clearly laid down in the Holy Quran that there should be no 
compulsion in the way of religion, for truth has been clearly 
distinguished from falsehood. At the same time it clearly: 
proves that no bloody Madi would appear to make any 
religious war. In the Bukharee we find the Holy Prophet, 
declaring that the Promised Messiah would put anendtoall 
such wars, which is again a clear evidence of the fact that 
he-shall be a peace-loving ind law-abiding man. Herein, — 
India through the special grace of God we are living under, 
_ the protection of the benign British Goverment which does 
 notatall interfere with the performance of our religious 
duties. It is'a matter of deep regret that the Moslemscasting __ 
_ Ahmad’s advice ‘to the winds are wistfully looking for the | 
advent of the bloody Mahdi, while asa matter of fact the 
_ Prophet (peace be with him) declared once for all that thet 9 
_ Mahdi and son of Mary were not two different person ees 
_ but two names representing two prominent aspects of a 
_ individual.. The words of the tradition are too 
_ require any.explanation. They are (¢ yw) gw 31 


92 THE IMAM OF THE AGE. 


ees 


i,e., Mahdi is nota different personality from Jesus (Ibu Maja). 
Moreover, if we are to believe in two different persons, tt 
runs counter to another Islamic principle which says that two 
successors of the Holy Prophet both entitled to the allegiance 
of believers at the same time cannot be tolerated (wide 
Mishkat). Again, to recognise the true Mahdi the Prophet 
has given us two distinguishing signs which he says were ~ 
not to be given to any other claimant, They were the solar 
and lunar eclipses in the month of Ramadhan on specified 
dates. This sign was distinctly fulfilled on the exact dates 
jn 1894. What makes this heavenly occurrence still more — 
miraculous is the fact that the Promised Messiah being — 
informed of the imminence of the occurrence through divine 
. revelation issued thousands of notices and hand-bills to this 7 
effect some 12 years before the actual occurrence. This sign — 
he said would be brought about in the heavens, and that — 
solar and lunar eclipses would be brought about to bear ~ 
witness to the truth of this mission. But very few cared 
: even for this sign. On the contrary, every effort wis made_ 
to _ get him discredited. He also announced many years — 
beforehand the outbreak of the plague and the coming of © 
earthquakes accompained by various sorts .of heavenly 
punishments, all of which are seeing their fulfilmentas the 
time goes on. Millions of people are now dying varied form 
of death, yet nobody seem to care for it which must be highly | 
_ deplored. eis : ee 


«The Promised Messiah is Prophet of God. 


n The Promised Messiah claims to be a prophet because 
___ the Prophet of Arabiadeclared that he, the Promised Messiah 

__ would be a prophet of God (vide Muslim). Again there is a 
-___ consersus of opinion among the Mussalmans that the expecter 
one would be a prophet. The only difference then between 
the non-Ahmadees and us is as to. the determination and 
nomination. They would have an outsider an. Israe 


» 


_ while we would have one from among us. We thi 
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derogatory to our prophet to look to an outsider for assistance 
so long as help could be forth-coming from inside. We 
would have victory under our own leader who would 
owe allegiance to our master the Holy Prophet of 
Arabia. Our position is strengthened by the fact that the 
Holy Prophet of Arabia peace be w:th him) is called the 
seal of the prophets. None can lay claim to prophethood now 
without his impress or seal. Yet the conring of Jesus. the 
Israelite, would break that seal, which remains intact and 
_valid if one attains > prophethood by following faithtully m 
the footsteps of the Holy Prophet hi self and by beeoming so 
much absorbed in ‘his love and obedience as to merge one’s 
. personality utterly in his. Now, a coin to become legal 
< tender must pass through the mint of the Holy Prophet to 
be moulded, cast and milled in the purely Muslim way. If 
this coin getsa currency and is accepred on all hands it 
redounds to the credit of the Holy Prophet. If this Islamic 
peer is victorious in his spiritual war, it isthe Holy 
rophet of Arabia that gets all the credit. Now thisreformer 
-of the present age wrote about 0 books in Arabic, Pers an 
and Urdu which fully convinced hundieds of thousands of © 
people of the truth of his claims and the system which he 
represented, that is, Islam. A man of ordinary understanding © 
can well understand that a person who is specially raised by 
God as a reformer for the regeneration of his ageis ineapable 
of telling a lie about hims If. If he wilfully puts up a false 
claim, he does nt deserve the name of reformer or mujaddid; 
he must be regarded as a great scoundrel. If Ahmad, then _ 
be reckoned a pret»nder, another should ‘be produced who 
should have rendered equally meritorious service to the cause Bee 
of Islam now thatthe new century has advanced by thirty oF 
five years while the man should have been pres 
head of it. It is futile to expect a new comer, sine 
late now. He that appeared in. the nick of the 
advanced so many arguments in his favour, 
heaven and earth as witnesses to the truth of 
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But the matter does not ond hore. If Ahmad is to be 
: declared unacceptable and other rightful substitute be not 
: produced, the toly Prophet's prophecy goes away which 
brings into discredit even that august personality and makes 
Islam » target for hostile attacks, It will become a dead and 
discarded roeliyion like the other systems that are barren and 


; unfructifying. What thon differentiates Islam from others ? 
4 Rejection of Ahmad means the Rejection of God. 

Ahmad announced publicly under solemn asseveration 

calling God as his witness that God had raised him for the 

: regeneration of this age, that he was the Imam, the Mujaddid, 


the Promised Messiah and Mahdi, that opposition to him 
meant opposition to God and that bis rejector certainly 
deserved the divine punishment meant tor infidels and — 
unbelievers. 1f he wero really an impostor God should 
have produced the true mujaddid to combat this evil 
propaganda, Both should have been brought face to face 
even if they lived remote from each other in the far corners — 
of the globe, and the claims of the impostorshould have been 
exposed, whilst those of the rightful Messenger established — 
by every means, so that the world miyht have realised the 
__ baselessness of the claims of the’ pretender. He should have 
_ _ been publicly disgraced and humiliated, and he should have 
_. perished along with his movement to. serve asa warning for 
the tuture generations. But God did not do so. None was 
____- empowered, nor did any one. venture, to announce himself as 
_ the muyaddid of the age, All the world turned against him, 

, _yot none could turn.even a single hair of his. Day by day 


his movement gained strength and flourished. He was given. 
_ an overwhelming victory over all his opponents so far as 
arguments, heavenly signs and divine and were concerned, 
and God has promised to sustain this superiority till the day 
of final reckoning, Glory be to Him. “i 


“ig One may here ask why some Clever folk who, for their 


: own selfish and worldly motives, lead people astray are not 


Onn 
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punished and their guile exposed, Why are they given time ? 
It should well be borne in mind that though such a conduct 
IS a serious sin, yet it 18 not so serious as to require immediate 
attention. No doubt such people are punished in dne 
course, but one who falsely but solemnly gives himself out to 
be a messenger from God and publishes fabricated revelations 
is not given a long time to wait. Ifit were not so, there 
would be no distinction between the trae and the false 
messengers, and all trust, security and confidence would be 
shaken and gone. 


‘In every country and in every age there have been people 
who, for worldly;ends such as fame and pelf, have made use 
of every artifice and trick. But the Governments have 
always been very patient in dealing with them. A time 
comes when they are called to book for their misdeeds and 
suffer the consequences. But all those persons that personate 
Government officials such as collectors and deputy-oollectors 
Taluga’ Dars, etc., and: try to raise taxes in the name of the 
Government'ate seized promptly and punished in an exemplary 
manner, Hive those that aid and abet them suffer similar 
sentences and undergo condiyn puvishments as accomplices, 
But the Government doea not interfere with the conduct of 
its own officials, ‘They govern the country ;. they 1aise the 
taxes; they issue orders; in a word they administer the 
country in the name of the king. The Government supports 
‘them! cin» every conceivable manner and regards all such 
persons as refuse. to carry out their orders or/pay the taxes 
as rebels, ‘however praise-worthy they may»be in other 
respects, Their good points points will not avail them in the 
least to avert to panishmeént that they have deserved by acting 

as rebels. Similar 1s the divine procedure. He who tries to 
‘tamper with the faith of the people, ‘under solemn assevera- 
tions ‘by falsely pretending to be a civine messenger and 
fabricating revelations’ deserves a fate similar to that of an 
impersonator, but if, on the other hand, there is a right ous 
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messenger of God, his causo thrives and his opponents, in 
spite of the fect that they are punctual and stead fast in the 
performance offacts and prayers, are deemed guilty in the 
sight of God and punished consequently, : 


Alhmad's claims. 


_ _ Ltis meot here to give the claims of the Promised Messiah 
in his own words ;— 


1. I swear by Him who holds the life strings of my — 
life in His hands that itis He who has sent me q 
and that it is. He who called me a prophet. 
Hagiqat-ul- Wahy. Appendix p. 68. tiv a 


2. I say Iam the Promised Messiah. God showed a 
good many signs from heaven in support of m Be 
Ibid p. 178.” ot hs pry 7): 


8. Lam tho Promised Messiah, Iam the one whom 
the Prophet of God (peace be’ with him !) called 
Nabi-ullah. Nazool-ul-Masih, p83 0 ct Pere 


a) ‘hy th 
4. Ho who does not accept me does not accept God 


? 


and His Prophet, Hagigat-ul-Wahy, p. 163. 
5. He who rejects me rojects him who foretold my 


7 


advents, bid p.178, a A 4 

: (ide. COATS 
6. Well the time is coming, nay, it is near 
when this movement will become. w 
and Islam would be synonymous with Ahm 
This is a pipe ioc with whom 
is impossible. Zuhfa- —— wya, p. 56 

J SL surrip edt at +a uae : 
7, Anyway, God has revealed to me e whe 
hears of me and rejects me is 2. Iman. 
_ He Pisilty in the sight of God. Lette 

Hi vn, i sod 


jes 

A . J alae “«* ~~ ff. 
oats. A 0 oft a0, Mita 
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7. God has informed me that one who does not 
follow me and enter into my fold—an opponent 
all his life, will be deemed as being guilty of 
rebellion agaiust God and His Prophet, thus 
making himself deserving of hell. 


A word to brothers and sisters in Islam. 


If there is a God, as surley He is, I would. ask you to 
keep Him in view and tell me truly if indeed you can put 
forth any other instance like that of Ahmad, Can you let 
me know whether any liar or scoundrel ever put forth such 
a claim with such solemn oaths? Was there ever a false 
pretender who persevered in and sustained such a elaim for. 
a period of 25 to 30 years; who continued to declare that he 
received such and such a revelation on such and such a day ; 
who warned the people of the Judgment of God, of punish- 
ment in hell, -and ex-communication from Islam if they re- 
jected him ; against whom.all people made common cause to 
destroy him root and. branch, deeming it an act of piety; 
who continued to prosper notwithst nding bitter opposition, 
and was accepted by thousands of men who believed him to 
be a true prophet;.after whose death his movement became 
stronger and his successor had the boldness to announce 
that it was necessary to have a line of successors after this 
second advent of Muhammad* just as it was necessary to 
have a line of successors after the Holy Prophet in his first 
advent, that God had made him the successor of the: 
Founder of the New Movement, and* that’ one who denied 
him was fighting with God; who devoted his whole life-time 
to the propagation of his doctrines; who issued challenges to 
the leaders of all the religions of the world; and whose 
followers, both men and women, joined him in his propaganda, 
yet the Almighty God of ‘heaven and earth who witnessed 

* The advent of the Promised Mahdi is admitted to be the second’ 


advent of:the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of God be upon him !) 
by many commentators, — 


‘ 
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all this imposture remained a. silent spectator like a ie 
being and refrained from inflicting any punishment on the 
impostors who had made it their business to lead mea into 
error. It is impossible that God should tolerate and connive 
at such a stupendous imposture. 


When we see that even worldly government cannot 
tolerate such deception even for a minute, how can it be 
imagined that the Powerful and Mighty God of heaven and 
earth will tolerate such a huge fraud and allow a wicked 
deceiver to wake any declarations he wills in His name with- 
out His permission? Remember that God is seeing your 
hearts and you will have to give an account of your deeds 
before Him. 


If you think that God can tolerate such imposture, you 
may think Ahmad and his movement to be false. But if you 
do not think this’ to be possible, you must accept the’ claims 
of Ahmad as true. Remember that in this matter everybody 
will be dealt with according to his opinion about God. 


How Islam can progress. 


_. The reason why Muslims have become so degraded is that 
they.are not under a rightful Jmam; and Islam can progress 
only if they bring themselves under such an Zmam They 
may ask whom they should regard as the rightful Imam. 
The answer to this question is that only he can be the rightful 
Imam who is ath in the beginning of a Muslim conte 
for the reformation of the Muslim people in accordance with 
the prophecy, of the Holy Prophet (may peace and the 
blessings of God be upon him!) and. through whom God 
revives the Muslim faith, Such a person is called the Imam 
of his age, and the Holy Prophet. (may peace and the 
blessings of G.d be upon him) has declared it to be the 
bounden duty of every Muslim to accept him ; for he said, 


/ 
( 
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* One who does not recognise the Tmam of his age dies ie 
death of those infidels who lived in tho pre-Islamic days 0 

Ignorance.” 


The Shiahs and the Imam of the Age: 


Kaleent, the well-known Shiah authority on traditions, 
gives the following saying of the Holy Prophet (may peace 
and the blessings of God be upon him!) on p, 86 :— 


«One who enters on the morning of a day and has no 
just Zmam raiséd by God (i.e., does not recognise the just 
Jmam), he spends his morning in error; and if he dies in the 
same condition, he dies the death of a kafir and a Munajiq. 


A Challenge to all the Mussalmans of the world, with a 
reward of Rs. 10,000. 


Now I have a question to ask from the Mussalmans of 
the whole world, and it is this—when the authentic books of 
both the Sunnis and the Shiaks prove that to live without 
recognising the Jmam of the age is to die the death of a 
kafir, then say, who is the Imam of the present age. You 
cannot regard the Jmam of your mosque or a great Maulwi 
or a Mujtahed or a Pir as your Jmam; for such men are to . 
be found in large numbers in every country. The Imam 
of the age however, can be only he who has been raised by 
God at the appointed time for the guidance of the Muslim 
people, There hasbeen no Maulvd or Mujtahid ora Pirin 
our age who claimed to have been raisel by God in the 
beginning of the present century for the guidance of men and 
who declared that it was the duty of every Muslim to accept 
him and that those who rejected him were doomed to perdi- 
tion. There has been only one such man in the present age 


he was Hazrat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian. Hence it 


is the duty of every man to accept him and join his following. 
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If (God forbid) he is not true in his claims, then I, one of his. 
his humblest followers, merely out of sympathy for men and 
in order to remove from their minds all suspicions regarding 
the Holy Imam of the present age, through the grace an 
mercy of God, challenge all the Muslims of the world to name 
any man who made the following delarations :— 


1. 


That he was the man whom God had made the 
imam of the present age ; 


That he was the man whom God had raised at the 
head of the present century as the Mujaddid of 
the present age; 


That he was the man who, after exposing all the 
claims and arguments of Hazrat Mirze Ghulam 
Ahmad of Qadian who claimed to be the Mujaddid 
and /mam of the present age, had established his 
own Claim to that office; 


That he was the man “who had made clear the 
truth of Islam to all the non-Muslim people and 
had re-introduced the real and true faith of Islam. 
as taught by the Holy Prophet of Arabia (may 
peace and the blessings of God be upon him!) 5° 


That he was the man whom not only hundreds 
of thousauds of Mussalmans but also many from 
among the followers of other creeds had ac- 


_ cepted as the /mam of the age, whose followers 


were engaged in propagating Islam throughout 
the world and whose moyement was making a 
steady progress; cae | aah eS PS rea: 

That he was the man whose denial involved the 
denial of God and His Holy Prophet and led to 


perdition ; . 
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7. That he was the man who could prove all these 
statements from his writings already published. 


If any claimant, or any successor or representative of 
his should conclusively and publicly prove that he bimself 
or his master satisfied all the above conditions, then I am 
‘ready to pay him Rs. 10,000 as a reward through the 
Anjuman-i-Ahmadiyyu, Hyderabad, Deccan. I will deposit 
this sum of money in the Bank of Bengal, the premier bank 
of India. Now will the world see that God will not allow 
any pretender to come off with flying colours from this con- 
test, so that the truth of the Chosen Messenger of God may 
become apparent to the whole world and every denier may be 
vanquished by argument. 


extZoxe 


CONDITIONS OF BAVAT.  . 
(INITIATION INTO THE ANMADIYYA MOVEMENT.) 
The man who accepts Batat should firmly make make np 
his mind :—(1) that up to the day of his death he will abstain 
from Shirk, i.., setting up equals to God. (2) that he ‘will 
keep away from falsehood adultery, looking at women other 
than near relatives, cruelty, dishonesty, riot and rebellion, 
and, in short, every kind of evil: and will.not allow himself .to 
be carried away by his passions, however strong they may be, 
(3) that he will pray five times a day without, fail according 
to the commands of Allah and His Apostle, and to the best of 
his ability will try to offer his Tahajjud prayers (prayer of the 
latter part of the night) to invoke the blessings of God 
(Darud) upon His prophet, to ask pardon for his sins and the 
help of God; and that remembering the blessing of God ,he 
will always praise Him. (4) that he willin no way harm 
God’s creatures generally and Moslems particularly under the 
influence of his passions—neither with his hands, nor with his — 
tongue, nor by any other means. (5) that in every state of 4 
sorrow or pleasure, prosperity or adversity, ‘felicity or musfor-— 
tune, he will prove himself faithful to God and that in every 
con lition he will accept the decree of God and in this way he 
will be ready to bear every kind of insult and pain. At the 
time of any misfortune he will never turn away from Him but 
rather he will advance further. (6) that he will not follow 
vulgar customs and will abstain from evil inclinations and that 
he will completely submit to the anthority of the Holy Quran 
and that he will make the sayings to God and His Apostle the 
guiding principle of his life. (7) that he will fullygive up pride 
and haughtiness and will pass his days with humility, lowlimess, 
courtesy and meekness. (8) that he will consider religion, the 
dignity of religion and the well-being of Islam dearer than life, 
wealth and children and in short dearer than everything else. 
(9) that he will be for God’s sake showing sympathy with the 
creatures of Allah and to the best ef his power he ;will use his 
natural abilities for the welfare of God’s creatures. (10) that 
he will establish a brotherhood with me (the Promised Messiah) 
on condition of obeying me in everything good and keep it up 
to the day of his death and this relationship will be of such 8 — 
high order that its example will not be found in any wordly neg 
lationship either of blood relations or of servant and master. 


a PASE Pe Owe ee Tepe Ne © ee ee Se 
gS) eek ee Shp ya ory oer: “ . 


TR RAMP ME eT ee re) le 


3 _ forgiver except Thee. 


FORM FOR INITIATION INTO THE AHMADIYYA MOVEMENT. 


ry , 
To Hazrar Kuarivatu, Masin II, 


# Mirza Basair-vppin Maumup AuMap Sani. 
Mesr Revergnp Sir, 


Peace be with you, I have gene through the conditions 
of Bafar, the Articles of Faith, the dutics of Ahmadis and 
General Instructions, and have accepted them, I having filled 
up the subjoined form, send it to you and pray that my 
Baz’at may be accepted: 


I bear witness that there is no God but Allah. He is 
one, having’no partner, and Mohammad is the servant and 
messenger of God. ae 
| son of enter the 
Ahmadiyya Movement at the hands of MAHMUD and _ ask 
parden for all my sins. ‘In future I will try my best to guard 
myself against all kinds of sins. I will never set up equals to 
God and will give precedence to my religion before all worldly 
considerations. I will try my hest to act upon all the laws 
of Islam. I will always try to learn, teach or hear the Holy 
Quran and the Traditions. I will consider the propr gation of 
Islam as the first of my duties, I will obey you in every- 
thing good that you will tell me. I consider our Lord 
Mohammad (peace be upon him) to be the seal of prophets 
and believe in all the claims of the Promised Messiah— 


Bf gil Sd Me 63) sly J pishe) I bog pardon from Allah 


_ my Lord for all my sins and turn to Him. (Two times.) - 


pete B 51d rgd 6! bed 25d) eS he Jy cmd edb GTO, 
5781 535!) Omy Lord I have wronged my soul and L_ 
confess all my sins. Pray forgive my sins and there is no 
_ (Three times}. : 


Amen! Amen ! 


Signature 


Address 


: 


“yo 


USEFUL BOOKS. 
Sah AA ® 


A now Uuda Translation of the Holy Quran with R. a p. 
cross references (on the size of this tract) 18 ‘ 
expected to be out in two months, Price ana 


A new English Translation of the Holy Quran, to 
be published in thirty parts. First part already 
out. Other parts to follow as soon as possi- 

_ ble. Price Paper bound, Rs. 4 or 3s. 6d, 
Superior paper, bound in Rexine, Rs, 10 or 14s. 
Bound in Morroco, Rs. 15 or £1. 


Teachings of Islam a philosophical discussion of the 
teachings of the Holy Quran, by the Promised _ 
Messiih, pp. 196 \boun4) a eee Mr nt) 


Ahmad, the Messenger of the Latter Days, a brief 
account of the ife of the Promised Messiah, 
by Hazrat Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud 
Ahmad, second suscessor of the Promised eee 
Messiah, pp. 68 r. 3 ee 0 oe: 

The Message of Peace, a way to bring about peace ~ ; 
between Hiridus and Muslims, the last writ- 


ing of the Promised Messiah, pp 36 rng B 
Ahmad and his Teachings, selections from the = = 
writings of the Promised Messiah, Ist edi- 2 
tion, pp, 217 ite oy Pert aa! ee 
Do. do. 2nd edition, enlarged, pp. 440 1 8 oO 
Extra:ts from the Holy Quran beautifully arranged 
under important headings ee ane O20 
Can be had from— 3 < geass 


"4 od 1 
te ad 
. * 


Ahmadiyya Book Ageney, ee 
QADIAN, Punjab, India. — 
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